BIRD-LIFE AT WOOROLOO: Part II 
By ERIC H. SEDGWICK, Williams. 
LIST OF SPECIES 

The following list ineludes a number of speeies not recorded 
on routine traverses of the typieal habitat areas and gives some 
additional information on other speeies. All were reeorded in 1951, 
1952 or 1953, within four miles of Wooroloo townsite. Where the 
distance exeeeds 13 miles the loeality is stated spceifieally. 

Emu (Dromaius novae-hollandiae).—One party seen in forest 
towards Bailup. 

Painted Quail (Turnix variu).—A dead bird, killed by a eat, 
was brought to me on Mareh 25, 1953. It had apparently been 
seeured in forest eountry. 

Diamond Dove (Geopelia enneata).—One was seen perehed in 
a tree near the railway station on Mareh 25, 1951. Diagnostie 
features ineluding red “eye” noted. The bird flew freely and from 
its behaviour eould well have been a wild bird rather than an 
aviary eseapee, 

Common Bronzewing (Phaps ehalcoptera).—Pairs and single 
birds often eneountered, and floeks of up to 15 were flushed. A 
nest was located on April 4, 1953. At least two, probably three, 
young were fledged and left the nest about April 28. ‘The same 
nesting site was re-oeeupied in late October, 1953. 

Indian Turtle-dove (Streptopelia ehinensis).—Usually present 
in small numbers, but does not seem to be firmly established. No 
evidenee of a resident population. 

Senegal Turtle-dove (Streptopelia senegalensis).—Status simi- 
lar to foregoing speeies. 

Blaek-tailed Native-hen (Tribonyx ventralis)—One bird 
observed on Apri] 23, 1952, feeding by a small ereek. 

Swainphen (Porphyrio porphyrio)—Single birds noted on two 
ceeasions by a small rush-fringed pool. 

Little Grebe (Podiceps novae-hollandiae)—Observed twiee on 
a dam near Wooroloo and frequently on a pool to the north of the 
town, where a pair bred in 1951, 1952 and 1953. 

Little Pied Cormorant (Phalaueroeorax melunolewens)—Single 
birds noted on a number of oeeasions by pools and in flight over 
ereeks. 

Southern Stone-Curlew (Burhinus magnirostris)—Call heard 
from eleared farm land on August 28, 1952. 

Straw-neecked Ibis (Threskiornis spinicollis)—One bird was 
observed on ereek-side pasture at the State Farm on January 
9, 1952. Reliable reports were reeeived of birds elsewhere in the 
distriet, ineluding a report from G. M. Storr of seeing “one in a 
grassy paddoek beside a ereck on March 20, 1953.” 

White-faeed Heron (Notophoyx novae-hollandiae).—Birds fairly 
frequently noted, singly and in pairs. 

White-neeked Heron (Notophoyx pucifiea)—Apparently at least 
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four birds were present from April to December, 1952, a period of 
irruption. 

Black Duck (Anas poccilorhyncha).—Birds occur in ones and 
twos along the small streams and in small flocks on pools. 

Swamp Harrier (Circus approximans).—One bird seen on April 
tee 9525 

Australian Goshawk (Accipiter fasciutus).—Observed from time 
to time. Breeds in district. On October 10, 1953, I saw a Goshawk 
twice stoop determinedly at three Magpies in a tree. The Magpies 
exhibited little sign of fear and made some show of aggression. 
Their calls speedily mobilised a force of nine Magpies which 
remained closely grouped until the Goshawk began to lose interest. 
The flock then divided hut cach of the two sections remained in 
compact groups for as long as I continued to watch. 

Collared Sparrow-hawk (Accipiter cirrocephalus).—Identified 
with reasonable certainty on three occasions. 

Wedge-tailed Eagle (Uroaetus audaxz).—Apparently two birds 
were resident near Wooroloo during 1951. On August 19 I saw 
one of these birds being harried by a Little Eagle. While watching 
these, a third bird, almost certainly a Brown Hawk, stooped at the 
Wedgc-tailed Eagle, but did not actually strike it. 

Little Eagle (Hieraaetus morphnoides).—Perhaps the common- 
est bird of prey. Often observed. The spectacular display flight 
was witnessed mainly during the July to December period, but a 
definite display was witnessed on March 2, 1952. Few birds were 
recorded in April, May and June. One bird was flushed from 
remnants of a fresh-killed rabbit. 

Little Falcon (Falco Jongipennis)—Observed oneec, on Novem- 
ber 25, 1952. 

Brown Hawk (Falco bcrigora).—Two birds resided to the north 
of the town in 1951, and a bird was observed feeding young on 
November 11, 1951. Only odd records in 1952-53. 

Boobook Owl (Ninox novae-scclundiae).—Calls heard in all 
months exeept February, April, May and June. Birds seen on two 
occasions. 

Purple-crowned Lorikeet (Glossopsitta porphyrocephala).— 
Small flocks encountered fairly frequently throughout 1951 and 
1952, and occasionally in 1953. 

White-tailed Black Cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus baudinii) — 
Flocks noted from time to time mainly during the early autumn 
to late spring period. A pinc (Pinus spp.) grove round the Wooro- 
loo Hall is a favourite feeding ground and was a scene of particu- 
larly intense activity from mid-May until mid-July, 1951. Birds 
were present at almost all times. ‘They removed the green, but 
fully developed, , cones before commencing to feed upon them. 
Beeause of this, cones fell in impressive numbers each time the 
birds were disturbed, though after a slight disturbance I twice saw 
a bird fly from one tree to another with a cone in its bill. On July 
15 the birds spent a considerable time on the ground teasing out 
cones that had been dropped during previous meals. Sometimes a 
cone would be carried up onto a nearby fence-post for treatment. 
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The change of feeding behaviour was apparently oeeasioned by lack 
of eones at the right stage of maturity on the trees. Relatively 
few cones remained on the trees and many of these were dry, 
open, and probably empty. Many tips of branches were cut off by 
the birds (e.f, ‘“Blaek Coekatoos in Pine Plantations’, Perry, 
W.A. Natl., vol. 1, p, 133). There was less feeding activity during 
the 1952 season, and in 1953 no attempt was made to harvest the 
eones. 

regent Parrot (Polytelis anthopeplus),—A wing of a bird found 
dead was brought to me in August, 1951, On February 21, 1952, I 
saw about 25 birds; on Mareh 23, 1592, one bird; and in July 13, 
two birds, 

Western Rosella (Platyeercus ieterotis).—A wing said to be 
that of a Rosella was brought to me. ‘This identification was 
confirmed by Dr, D, L. Serventy. I saw no birds of this species. 

Red-eapped Parrot (Purpureicephalus spurius)—Parties of up 
to five birds eneountered fairly frequently in forest. 

Port Lincoln Parrot (Barnardius conarius),—Not frequent, but 
a few are usually present. 

Elegant Parrot (Neophema clegans).—One seen in a roadside 
tree adjacent to an orehard on August 12, 1951. G. M. Storr saw 
a party of 6 on Mareh 20, 1953. 

Budgerygah (Melopsittacus wundiulatus)—Present during an 
irruption in 1951. See note in W.A. Nat., vol. 3, p. 38. 

Tawny Frogmouth (Podargus strigoides).—Calls heard fairly 
frequently, and one dead bird was examined. 

Owlet Nightjar (Aegotheles cristata).—A tuft of plumage taken 
from a bird whieh had apparently been killed by a eat, was 
brought to me for identification. 

Laughing Kookaburra (Dacclo gigas),—Bird feeding young in 
nest on October 24, 1953. 

Sacred Kingfisher (Halcyon sanetus),—Present during January, 
1951, then absent until Oetober 7, after whieh date birds were 
seen or heard infrequently until the end of the year. In 1952 
none were recorded until October 12; from then on birds were 
fairly frequent until the end of the year. In 1953, as in 1952, 
none was seen until October 12. It would seem that the birds 
appear at Wooroloo later than on the coastal plain and searp (c.g. 
at Biekley Brook). In both 1952 and 1953 the birds apparently 
departed early — ie, by the new year. 

Rainbow-bird (Merops ornatus)—Movements were as follows: 


Departure: Arrival: 
March 12, 1951 October 3, 1951 
March 15, 1952 October 18, 1952 
March 8, 1953 October 12, 1953 
Pallid Cuckoo (Cueculus pallidus).—Movements were as follows: 
Year: First Appearance; Departure: First calls: 
1951 April 22 June 16 late November 
1952 March 24 June 1 early December 
1953 May 30 May 30 injd-November 


In both 1951 and 1952 the first appearanees were not isolated 
oceurrenees — birds were noted occasionally thereafter. See W.A. 
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Nat. vol. 3, p. 42 for account of food transference,’i.c. probably 
courtship feeding. The only fosterer observed was a White-naped 
Honcyeater (once). 

Fantailed Cuckoo (Cacomantis flabciliformis).—Noted mid- 
July to mid-August, 1951; late April to late September, 1952; and 
mid-April to early July, 1953. 

Horsfield Bronze Cuckoo (Chalcites basalis).—Encountered 
oceasionally. Less frequent than the Golden Bronze Cuckoo in 1951 
and 1952, but rivalled it in numbers in 1953 when neither was 
frequent. Records were confined to the mid-July to mid-November 
period. 

Golden Bronze Cuckoo (Chalcites licidus).—Movements were 
as follows: 

First calls: Last calls: 


August 26, 1951 January 1, 1952 
August 10, 1952 November 24, 1952 
August 16, 1953 late November, 1953 


Not easily explained were loud, clear calls of this species on 
April 6, 1952, and slightly doubtful records of calls on May 25, 
1952, and July 19, 1953. 

Welcome Swallow (Hirundo ncoxena).—Only one personal 
recora. Reported as breeding at Sanatorium. 

Tree Martin (Hylochelidon nigricans).—Birds seen from time 
to time in a number of localitics. 

Grey Fantail (Rhipidura fuliginosa)—Probably somewhat less 
frequent during summer. Appears in flocks in March and April. 
(On March 18, 1952, at lcast twelve birds were seen together.) 
From May onwards they were noted singly and in pairs, becoming 
distributed through a varicty of habitats in August and September, 
but perhaps concentrating along creeks in November before the 
summicr decline. These generalisations require confirmation. 

Willy Wagtail (Rhipidura lcucophrys).— Several pairs were 
located and brecding was observed. On August 16, 1953. a freshly 
completed nest was located in a position particularly favourable 
for observation. With the assistance of my son, Lindsay, I made 
daily observations at some time between 2000 and 2200 hrs. until 
the laying of the first egg, after which a routine inspection was 
made at 0900 krs. as well as in the evening. The following notes 
summarize the principal observations, 

August 25, 2000 hrs. Lining of nest, which had become slightly 
disarranged, appeared to have been smoothed down. 

August 26. One egg at 2100 hrs. 

August 27. Two eggs at 0935 hrs. Brooding commenced. 
Observations made hourly. Bird always present. 

August 28. Three eggs at 0915 hrs. Bird sitting closely. 

August 29. Still only three eggs. Bird sitting during the day. 
but at 2000 hrs. the nest was wet and it was obvious that the eggs 
had not been brooded for at least some minutes. Fine rain was 
falling and the night was very dark. The day has been warm with 
persistent fine rain. 

` September 1. Three eggs at 0900 his. Bird at nest. Shortly 
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after this, alarm calls were heard and the nest was deserted. When 
the nest was inspeeted elosely at 1715 hrs. the lining of the nest 
was disordered, one egg missing and one broken. 

Both L. E. S. and myself noticed that two Indian Turtic-doves 
were often perched near the nest — often on a branch just 18 
inches away. The Wagtails did not appear disturbed by their 
presence., The doves were there when I made the inspection on 
September 1, and I am led to wonder whether they had any con- 
nection with the damage. I did not see them in the vicinity of the 
nest again, 

Scarlet Robin (Petroica mullieolor)—A common breeding 
species. 

Red-eapped Robin (Petroica goodcnovii).—See W.A. Nat., vol 3, 
p. 197 for a record of one oceurrenee. A second party, a eock and 
a hen, was located on March 1, 1953, and was observed sporadically 
until August 2, 1953. As the birds confined themselves to a definite 
territory, I hoped to obtain evidence of breeding, but this did not 
eventuate. These observations were made just to the south of 
Wooroloo, about two miles from the loeality of the 1952 observa- 
tions. During my residence in Wooroloo, three convincing reports 
of Red-capped Robins in other situations were reecived. The 
northern tongue of the jarrah belt in which Wooroloo is situated 
is not more than 30 miles across, so that the appearance of strag- 
glers from the casi or west would not be surprising, especially as, 
though the jarrah forest is a well-defined habitat area, certain 
elements of the drier country flora extend right through this north- 
ern tongue. The Red-eapped Robins, the Black Honeyeaters and, 
perhaps, the Brown-headed Honeyeaters reeorded, were probably 
stragglers from the cast, 

Hooded Robin (Melanodryas euenullata)—Several records of 
what was probably the same pair in 1951-1952. On Septembar 17, 
1951, a young bird was being fed, and both adults were uttering 
a soft and musical “whey” or ‘“wh-e-e.” 

Yellow Robin (Eopsaltria griscoguluris)—Observed in moder- 
ate numbers, mainly in jarrah forest. 

Golden Whistler (Puehyeephala peetoralis)—Sce W.A. Nat., 
vol. 4, p. 94 for note on dew-bathing. 

Rufous Whistler (Pachycephala rufiventris).—I at first sun- 
posed this species to be out-numbered by the Golden Whistler, but 
later, when the birds were calling vigorously, I decided that the 
reverse Was probably truc. 

Western Shrike-thrush (Colluricinela rufiventris).—Noted from 
time to time but not frequent. 

Magpie-lark (Grallina cyanoleuca).—Young left one nest under 
observation on September 15, 1953. I investigated a convincing 
report of a Wagtail’s nest built side by side with (actually touching) 
a Magpie-lark’s nest, but without result as the nests had, appar- 
ently, been destroyed by some unknown agency. 

Blaek-faeed Cuekoo-shrike (Coracina novae-hollandiae).— 
Observed throughout the year, though perhaps less frequently in 
the July-August period. On January 21, 1951, I saw a young bird 
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fed with a phasmid of a rosy winged kind. The inscct was swal- 
lowed whole. 

White-fronted Chat (Epthianura albifrons).—One encounter 
enly — a party in flight. x 

Western Warbler (Gerygone fusca) —Birds are probably 
present throughout the year, though calls arc scldom heard during 
the May-August period. Twice I saw birds catching insects on the 
wing, on onc occasion a small species of termite. 

Wechbil (Smicrornis brevirostris)—Frequent and well-dis- 
buted. 

Western Thornbill (Acanthiza inornmata)—Probably the least 
frequent thornbill but not rare. Though more arboreal than most 
allicd species, these birds often descend to the ground and feed. 

Brown Thornbill (Acanthiza pusilla) —Fairly frequent and well- 
distributed. 

Yellow-tailed Thornbill (Acanthizu chrysorrhou). — Well- 
distributed, 

Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus arundinacewts).—A pool to the 
north of the town was bordered by an extensive growth of rushcs, 
but Reed Warblers were located there on only one occasion, Decem- 
ber 30, 1952. However, in October, 1951, a bird called spasmodic- 
ally in small patches of rushes about 100 yards below thc pool. 

Splendid Wren (Malurus splendcns).—Fully-plumaged cocks 
were rarcly seen during the early part of the year. On several 
oceasions I saw two and three (and at least once, four) fully- 
plumaged cocks associated amicably as part of a close-knit flock. 
Two presumed displays were noted. On May 14, 1952, two birds, a 
hen and a brown-phasc cock, were perehed side by side on a twig. 
The birds then moved from twig to twig, but always remained side 
by side, frequently preening cach other. On Novembcr 16, 1953, 
two fully-plumaged cocks were behaving with apparent hostility. 
Some form of display appeared to take place, in which the feathers 
of the head (the cheek coverts in particular) were apparently 
raised. This may have been an illusion duc to the play of light 
on the high sheen of the pale bluc cheek coverts, but they certainly 
appeared to be raised considerably and flattened horizontally. 

Masked Wood-swallow (Artamus personatus)—Large flock, 
possibly some hundreds observed travelling eastward at a consider- 
able height on October 25, 1951, and at least a small flock at 
moderate height apparently travelling west, on April 12, 1953. 

Dusky Wood-swallow (Artamus cyanopterus).—Parties noted 
occasionally, but thesc are not statice, and at times the species 
appears to be cntircly abscnt. 

Black-capped Sittclla (Neositta pileata).—Five birds seen on 
August 24, 1952, were indulging in what appearcd to be a display 
flight, and on August 16, 1953, three birds were engaged in pursuit- 
flights and wing-shaking. Three birds were observed apparently 
putting the finishing touchcs to a nest on August 27, 1951, but this 
nest was not used. 

‘Rufous Tree-crecper (Climacteris rufa).—Colony located among: 
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wandoo on Bailup Road towards the limit of the area under 
eonsideration. : 

Mistletoe-bird (Dicucum hirundinaceum)—A eoek-bird, re- 
ported to have been found dead, was brought to me on November 
18, 1952. No living birds were seen. 

Spotted Pardalote (Purdalotus punctutus).-Observed during 
eooler months of year. 

Red-tipped Pardalote (Pardalotus swbstriatus).—Birds eom- 
meneed ealling in August, the volume of ealls diminishing early in 
the new year. Floeks of up to twenty were seen in March or 
April, sometimes associated with mixed flocks. From April to 
August the birds appear to be absent. (At Leonora and Caron, this 
species appears to be a winter visitor.) 

Western Silvereye (Zosterops australasiac).—Common about 
habitations and along ereeks. 

White-naped Honeyeater (Mclithreptnus lunatus).—Noted in 
jarrah and wandoo and probing Dryandra flowers. 

Brown-headed Honeyeater (Melithreptus brevirostris).—Flocks 
identified on four oceasions. On a few other oeecasions, birds, 
probably of this speeies, were eneountered. The dates were Mareh 
8, 1951; and Mareh 16, April 6 and 20, and August 24, 1952. 

Blaek Honeyeater (Myzomela nigra).—See W.A. Nat., vol. 3, 
p. 42 for note on oceurrenee as vagrants, 

Western Spinebill (Acanthorhynehus superciliosus).—Dryandra 
floribunda appears to provide the main food supply of this species. 

Brown Honeyeater (Gliciphila indistineta).—Usually present 
when cuealypt — all species — and Dryandra are in flower. 
Eucalyptus rudis blossom appears to be a speeial attraetion. 

Singing Honeyeater (Meliphaga virescens).—Found along ereeks 
and near habitations. A pair at my residenee made a large Acacia 
their headquarters. Each year they nested in this tree, and at all 
seasons spent much time in it. On Mareh 24, 1952, they drove a 
passing mixed assoeiation of small birds from the tree. The pair 
was suceessful with two broods in 1951. The eggs of the first 
brood hatehed at some time between September 22 and 30. (I was 
absent during that period), and the second brood hatehed between 
November 23, when there were three eggs in the nest, and Deeember 
19, when well-grown young were being fed. In eaeh ease there 
were three eggs and two young. The same nest was used for both 
broods. 

Yellow-plumed Honeyeater (Meliphaga ornata).—One bird 
reeorded towards Bailup on June 14, 1953. 

Yellow-winged Honeyeater (Meliornis novae-hollandiae). — A 
party of about six birds was present in White Gum Gully in 
August, 1952, and birds were often present at the Sanatorium 
where many flowering shrubs were eultivated. 

Red Wattle-bird (Anthochaera earunculata)—A few birds 
usually present. 

Little Wattle-bird (Anthochaera ehrysoptera).—Numbers fluc- 


tuate sharply. The greatest influx was in February, 1952, when 
marris were in flower. 
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